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Architects Look At The Future Of Hunters Point

City Officials Present Plans At Forum

by Sam Goldman

At the AlA Queens Chapter's forum on Hunters

Point South, among the city officials in
attendance were (seated from left to right)
Joshua Wallack, the senior policy advisor to
Deputy Mayor Robert Lieber, Gabriella
Arrabile, director of large-scale development
for the city Department of Housing
Preservation and Developrrent; Penny Lee,
the Department of City Planning's senior
planner for Long Island City, and Anne Gatling
Haynes, design director atthe city Office of
Capital Budget Development. (photo: Sam
Goldman)

After a long battie last year to determine the exact scope and size of the
forthcoming Hunters Point South development, architects and others
assembled in Long Isiand City on Oct. 20 to begin answering a seemingly
simpler question: What will it look like?

The Queens chapter of the American Institute of Architects sponsored a forum
in the offices of NY Designs, a design incubator, where city officials unveiled
the project and offered brand-new details on the size of the 11-acre waterfront
park.

Fernando Villa, of the AlA's Housing Committee, pounded home the
importance of the project by noting that Queens is home to 25 percent of city
households earning under $50,000 a year, but only four percent of the
housing stock in the borough is affordable to those households.

“The need for affordable and middle income housing in Queens is beyond
doubt," he said. "Good design can make a world of difference for people who
will live in [Hunters Point South] and for the neighborhoods surrounding it

The project

Hunters Point South has been "long recognized as a great opportunity,”
Joshua Wallack, the senior policy advisor to Deputy Mayor Robert Lieber, told
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Core Studio I1I: Housing: Hunters Point South, Long
Island City New York
Rober Maring (sesirenBeolumbisedul

Hore iswhere the heart is.
"...something that you say which meansthat your true home is with the person or in the place that you love mog "
-Cambridge International Dictionary of Idioms © Cambridge University Press 1998

RESOURCES

Cur most protected environment, treasure chest for our most important possessions, incubator for our highest aspirations, the
beginning point of our dream world: This is our home. The corrplex stage that allows private roles to be played against one anat
Agpirant and mentar, child and parent, husband and wife. All these activities achiev ed with one most irportant ingredient supplie
the home. Privacy. Privacy fromthe outside world, privacy fromthe city, privacy from each other

These notions are at the expense of the very reasonwe Ive in the city, to be the opposite of private, to be public. Thusthe beau
problemirrplicit in housing: To ease this abrupt condition, to allow a dignified progression from one world to another, to allow the
individual to adjust gradually, to lessen the shock.

To be inthe city, partaking of commerce, involved in comrunal activities, to be required to share, posits a way of being Public. T
a specific demand of the actor that each of us is. It is a unique role with specific protocols, it is a role with a specific stage neces:
Al our apartments grouped together into a mass of private living is a large part of the raw material that makes up the city, this ve
specific stage.

Ag architects of housing we are doing double duty: We must create the public and private stage simultaneously. We are respons
for the cultural codes which have preceded us: Each of these spheres is subject to an accurmulation of collective memory. It is th
collective memory in each of us that cues our behavior in each place.

Typology

This semester's work will be on a larger scale than usual |6 000 units to be considered at the scale of the entire Hunter's Paint
developrrent, and 1 600 units to be developed in detail. This work will require the use of urban design techniques that have the
capability of controlling rrany units. One powerful design technigue to consider is the employment of an architectural typology to
the planning of housing. Urban architectural typologies are subject to many imperatives. Atype is a distillation, a physical exermp
the rmost efficient use of space and material to achieve a certain density of iving. The determinarts of housing typology include
scale and proportion of blocks, the efficiencies of construction at vanous scales, prevalent building codes, the size of building pa
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2009

Firm Service Award

Miele Associates, LLP

For their service over the years to the AIA Queens

December 10, 2009
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2009

Individual Service Award

Richard Kruter

For his contributions to the American Institute of Architects
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2009

Queens Community Service Award

Paul Kerzner

President, Ridgewood Property Owners and Givic Association
For his dedication to the preservation of
historic structures and neighborhoods in Queens

December 10, 2009
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